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Introduction 
The alcohol harm reduction field has long argued that central government 
targets are needed to drive action on alcohol. The targets have now arrived. 
There are also powerful new drivers and opportunities to give alcohol its due 
priority at local level, and to secure mainstream and area based funding. 
 
This is a new era for action on alcohol in England, heralded by the updated 
national alcohol strategy Safe. Sensible. Social.1 which, unlike its predecessor, 
has managed to acquire some teeth in the form of a new Public Service 
Agreement, new statutory duties on local partnerships, and the new 
commissioning framework for health and social care. 
 
 
The Public Service Agreement (PSA) for reducing alcohol-
related harm  
New PSAs set out the key priority outcomes the Government wants to achieve 
in the next spending period (2008-2011).  Each PSA is underpinned by a single 
Delivery Agreement shared across all contributing Government departments.   
 
PSA 252 aims to reduce the harm caused by alcohol (and drugs): 

• To the community as a result of associated crime, disorder and anti-
social behaviour 

• To the health and well-being of those who (use drugs or) drink harmfully 
• To the development and well-being of young people and families 

 
The delivery strategy for achieving this is divided into three strands: 

i. Using widely and effectively the laws and licensing powers 
introduced to tackle alcohol-fuelled crime and disorder, protect young 
people and bear down on irresponsibly managed premises  

 
ii. Focussing prevention, information and support, and where 

appropriate the criminal justice system at the minority of drinkers who 
cause or experience the most harm to themselves, their communities 
and their families. These are: 18–24 year-old binge drinkers; young 
people under 18 who drink alcohol; and harmful drinkers 

 
iii. Collaborative work by all agencies to shape an environment that 

actively promotes sensible drinking. Delivery will draw on the 

                                            
1 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/Alcohol-strategy.pdf?view=Binary 
 
2 http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/media/B/1/pbr_csr07_psa25.pdf 
 




